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BACKGROUND 

CLASS TOPICS 

RESEARCH AGENDA METHODS & FEATURES OF THE PLATFORM 

PATH TO IMPACT 

THE ROLE OF THE STUDENTS 

Presently more than 5 billion people worldwide have a mobile phone. In other words, there are more people with 

a mobile phone than people with access to running water. The potential to utilize this growing infrastructure to 

reach people in the remotest regions of the world introduces an enormous opportunity to create health solutions 

that are regionally appropriate while being based on global best-practice standards. The students, developers, 

and health professionals spearheading innovative breakthroughs in the mobile health space are increasingly 

connected electronically. However, access to a participative and educational forum to unite students, leading 

thinkers and doers, and the communities we aim to serve is not available.  

Short videos 

Streaming Intelligent team formation 

Hypotheses:  
- Online learning can spur real-world collaborations 
- ‘Peer-reviewed’ public profiles increase engagement 
- Automated teams expand network and capacity 
- Online education enables dynamic progress tracking 
- Projects and Start-ups from the class can improve human 

health 
 

Methodologies: 
- Course design and requirements enable data capture 
- Student profiles track collaborations and outcomes 
- Discussion forum codification through a combination of 

automated and human tracking 
- Surveys 

Voice opinions and reflections 

Learn from classmates 

Maintain course profile 

Weekly team project deadlines 

Submit start-up pitch to MoGo $10K 

 

Create global connections and foster community for mobile 

health entrepreneurs around the world.   

Foster understanding about the value proposition of mobile 

health (mHealth), with an emphasis on challenges and 

solutions for the developing world.  

Increase the capacity of class participants to conceive, design, 

create, implement, and sustain mHealth solutions.  

Demonstrate and evaluate the potential of free online 

education to serve as a platform for developing best-practices 

and insights about mHealth challenges and solutions. 

The class functions much like a conference on mobile health, 

but it takes place over the course of three months rather than 

two days, and encourages the transformation from passive 

audience observer to active mHealth participant and thought 

leader. Lessons learned from around the world are not only 

shared and translated broadly for maximizing the benefit to 

human health, but also consolidated into a growing body of 

open-source knowledge on current innovations, best practices, 

and next steps in global mobile health.    

Open-access online education has the capacity to facilitate 

collaboration on the challenges and opportunities in mobile 

and global health. By connecting thought leaders across 

distances in space and expertise, multi-disciplinary teams can 

be formed that allow solutions to simultaneously reflect best-

practice standards while being culturally- and regionally-

appropriate.  

 

TRIFECTA MOTIVATION 

GLOBAL HEALTH 

- Needs and capacity to respond to them are often not located in the same place or time 

- Students around the world are more inspired than ever before to deliver positive change to GH challenges 

MOBILE HEALTH 

- Cost-effective and consumer-focused with increased penetration of mobile technologies to remote regions 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

- Translating ideas  action  impact  sustainability benefits from the experience of silicon valley start-ups 

 Introduction to Mobile Health & Global Health 

 Starting an mHealth company (part 1) 

 Who are the Stakeholders of MoGo Health? 

 Finance and Structure your Venture; For-Profit vs NGO; Angels, 

VCs, Bootstrap 

 Africa Leads.  mHealth Examples and Opportunities 

 Healthcare Entrepreneurship in Asia & the Middle East 

 Latin America Embraces Entrepreneurship and Prioritizes Health 

 mHealth in Europe, Canada, and the United States 

 Starting an mHealth company (part 2)  

 Social Media for your Venture: The Big 3 and Beyond 

 Behavior Change, Persuasion, GamificatioN 

 Success comes in All Sizes: Sustainability, Growth, and Impact 

 What’s Next: The Future of MoGo and You 

Free and open to the world 

Project-based 

Engagement tracked 

Smart sorting of comments 

Automated and manual forum support Each class has 3 speakers + keynote Watch on own time, within guidelines 

Innovation 10K Challenge 

Find an expert collaborator 

View and rate all videos 

49 Amazing 

Experts 
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Questions or interested in joining the team or signing up? 

Contact Eric Leroux (eleroux@stanford.edu) with subject “mHealth Class” 

During the spring of the 2012/2013 academic year, we will launch an open-access interactive hybrid seminar/webinar focused on mobile and 

global health. A cohort of selected Stanford students will attend weekly lectures on-site and thousands of participants from around the world will 

attend virtually. All participants can produce and share content, connect to each other, and ultimately combine skill sets and regional insights in 

ways that enables innovative solutions in the fields of mobile health and global health. Lectures will be streamed live and available for viewing 

throughout the duration of the course. Each class will involve pre-reading assignments, a contextual introduction, 3-4 short lectures 5-13min from 

renowned experts and a keynote address lasting 15-20min.  Class discussion will take place over message boards, discussion forums, and 

through student-uploaded video content. Associated media include utilization of live Twitter feeds and Facebook integration. Learner engagement, 

however, will be best facilitated by the emphasis on team projects.  Mini-projects throughout the first half of the course build towards a final project 

that will automatically be entered in the course’s innovation challenge.  Since all aspects of the class take place through the course’s website, we 

will be tracking engagement and interaction in numerous ways.  Student evaluation will be largely peer-based, but the platform enables didactic 

quizzes and information sharing between participants. In addition to the hypotheses mentioned, we will evaluate the role of audience in online 

education, the potential of open-source education to consolidate best-practice content for global and mobile health, and or course the impact on 

each learner’s capacity to have an impact in his or her area of passion.    

1.  
PASSION KNOWLEDGE CYCLE 

2.  
PERSONAL CAPACITY THROUGH 

ALLIANCE FORMATION 

3.  
HAVE AN IMPACT THAT CHANGES 

THE WORLD 
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During the first three classes students are assigned to 

teams that fit their experiences and desires.  Students then 

have the option to form their own teams or continue using 

the automated process.  For the final 5 classes students will 

be working with their team for the innovation challenge.  

Additionally, everyday, the class platform will recommend a 

new connection to each student based on the information 

we obtain from their profile.  The outcome of this network 

expansion will be tracked based on participation, quality of 

work, survey data, and results of the final project.   

The course structure ensures that learning and inspiration 

are translated into action.  We have received a generous 

grant from the Office of the Vice Provost, some of which will 

help fund the winning team ideas with seed money to 

implement their solution or grow their start-up.  Additionally, 

the network fostered through participation in this class will 

enable collaborations that result in summer internships, 

future projects, and ultimately improved cost-effective 

health care solutions all over the world.   
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