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Abstract

During the 2018/2019 academic year, two cohorts of students 

had the opportunity to outreach to vulnerable population in the 

rural areas of the Appalachian region of Tennessee and 

Ashatabula, OH. through a collaborative  with Remote Area 

Medical (RAM).  RAM follows the mobile health clinic 

model and travels across the United States and abroad, to 

serve those most in need of medical, dental, and vision 

services.  

Remote Area Medical follows an interdisciplinary approach, 

providing students robust learning and collaborative 

opportunities with a myriad of health care professionals and 

students.

Students have had the opportunity to conduct research studies; 

received scholarship of service grant awards through Indiana 

Campus Compact; disseminated their research projects  to 

state legislators; and presented their research at both the local 

and national  levels.

Community Outreach  Data

Interprofessional Service Learning 
Implications 

Interprofessional Services 

• Remote Area Medical 
• Indiana Campus Compact
• Purdue Northwest College of Nursing
• Purdue Northwest Honors College
• Purdue Northwest College of Nursing IPE Taskforce
• Indiana Center for Evidence Based Practice:  A Joanna Briggs 

Affiliate Center
• Northwest Indiana Area Health Education Center (AHEC)

• Dental – cleanings, fillings, and 

extractions

• Vision – complete dilated eye exams, 

testing for glaucoma, testing for 

diabetic retinopathy, glasses made on 

site

• Medical – general medicine

• Prevention – breast exams, diabetes 

screening, physicals, and women’s 

health

• Podiatry Services 

• Chiropractic Services

• Veterinary Medicine

2017 Year in Review – Remote Area Medical Data

4,108 Children Served

37,709 Adults Served

367 Pets Served

17,126 Volunteers

$13,573,420 Free Care Provided • Addresses differences and transferable skills in a critical service 

learning pedagogy.

• The opportunity to cover research topics in depth and from varied 

perspectives.

• Enhancement of critical thinking skills to look beyond the boundaries 

of one’s discipline.
• Interdisciplinary service learning practices provides a forum for 

discussion regarding research practices that crosses traditional 
disciples.

• Engagement in evidenced based research practices to further the 
study of critical service learning approaches, thus enhancing the 
community and civic engagement experience for both students and 
faculty.
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Conclusions

• PNW College of Nursing plans to 

continue to serve alongside volunteers 

working with RAM, serving 

underserved and under-resourced 

communities. Future service learning 

trips planned for the Fall and Spring 

semesters, 2019/2020.

• Continue to engage students in 

undergraduate research to end health 

disparities in the underserved 

communities we serve in Northwest 

Indiana.

• Student  Research:  What impact does 

interprofessional education have on 

student learning regarding civic 

engagement and service learning 

practices.

• Faculty Research:  Develop an 

evidence based data collection tool to 

capture student learning outcomes and 

best practices.


